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Read: Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 16:1-13 

   And so this morning we have this phenomenal gospel. It can be a bit hard to 

understand, a bit confusing but when you get to that last line today Jesus is 

teaching us a truth and this truth is clear. You can not serve both God and 

mammon. You can not serve both God and mammon and we have to first 

remember what that word mammon means, it’s this old word, we don’t use it 

anymore, all it means is money or material wealth. Jesus is saying you can’t serve 

both God and money. And the key to dealing with all of this is the word serve. 

Who or what do we serve. We either serve God and we use our money for His 

glory, or we serve money, and we use money for ourselves and thus serve 

ourselves. And so it used to be and maybe you’ve heard this a couple times over 

the years, but it used to be show me your checkbook and I’ll show you who you 

serve. And now if you’re like me the checkbook is buried somewhere in a drawer 

because it’s very rarely used. Everything is online banking and debit cards and you 

look at your statement from the bank. And so there it becomes look at that and 

show me who you serve. And sometimes we need to just boil it down and make it 

that plain. Sometimes we talk about this up in the stratosphere about who do we 

serve and how do we understand this, and we look at what Jesus is saying and 

maybe He means this or that. And ah, looking at where our money goes, that’s 

really simple, straightforward way to see where we are – who we serve. Because I 

can say I serve God, everything I have is His, I’m doing really good, I use my 

money for His glory. And you say okay, let me see your bank account to prove it? 

Well, maybe not. We can only serve one, we can’t serve both. It’s that simple. 

And that’s the parable Jesus tells us. Now most people get bothered by this, it 

says the master commended the dishonest steward for acting prudently. And 

we’re hearing that and we’re thinking so is God commending dishonesty? What is 

it Jesus is trying to say to me? But I remember this from a professor long ago who 

talked about most of the parables. Most of these stories that Jesus tells are meant 

to be funny. There’s like a sense of humor going on, we just don’t get Jesus’ 

humor. Right, we’re in church and we read it very seriously in the liturgy and it 

just gets lost in translation. So what we do is we take it, and we dissect it. Does 

this mean that if we’re dishonest, but we’re smart about it it’s a good thing? No, 

it’s just a funny story; there all funny stories. And what gives it away as a funny 



story are the amounts of grain and oil that He’s talking about. So one person owes 

a hundred measures of olive oil, another one hundred kors of wheat. And we hear 

that and we go okay, what does that mean? It’s not that much right? But without 

getting into it it’s just this ridiculously high amount, you’re never going to be able 

to pay it back. It’s a huge amount of olive oil, it’s a huge amount of wheat. And 

the joke is write a bill for half of it because that still doesn’t matter. It would be 

like saying you owe my master a gagilion barrels of oil, write a bill for half a 

gagilion. It doesn’t matter you still can’t pay it back. And the point is this guy is 

willing to try anything to get out of the situation that he’s in. And the master sees 

it and he says well it’s not so bad, maybe I’ll keep you around. It’s a funny story it 

just gets lost in translation. So Jesus tells funny stories in the parables we just 

don’t get the humor. The heart of it though, what Jesus is saying is people work 

very hard to get rich. They work very hard to have money and savings for the 

future and they don’t work nearly as hard to get good, to become virtuous. To 

invest in something that will last forever. Cause we worry so much about will we 

be okay down here? Will I be taken care of in this life? Am I gonna have enough 

for later? And we worry about it, and we stress about it, and it consumes us. And 

we put a fraction of that energy and that thought into becoming rich in what 

matters to God and to the things that are gonna last for eternity. Another part of 

the gospel Jesus says look at the beauty of the flowers in the field dressed more 

beautifully than Solomon in his splendor. And the birds of the air, they don’t 

worry about where they are gonna get their food and yet God takes care of them. 

Are you not more precious to God than flowers and birds? Stop worrying. Stop 

worrying. Stop worrying about this stuff. Right, Jesus is saying you can’t serve two 

masters because you begin to hate one or the other. So if you keep worrying 

about money and focusing on it and that’s where our energy is, then we actually 

stop serving God. So you and I, all of us have been entrusted with what we have 

by God, all of it. And someone can say well I earned it. Yes, with abilities given to 

you by God so it’s still all His. God gave it to you; He can take it from you right 

now. But He watches, He steps back if you will, and then He says just let me see 

what you do with that. Hmph, you spent all of it on yourself. Boy you were stingy 

when it came to the poor, you weren’t generous. Really is that what you do with 

what I gave you? I who am so generous to you? It appears you trust more in your 

savings account than in me. And so what we have to do is just examine our 

conscience and just be clear about it and look at ourselves and if you haven’t 



done it to sit down and look at your money. Look at your accounts and ask do I 

serve God, or do I serve money? Do I take everything I have and say Lord this is all 

yours, what would you have me do with it? And when you do that, when you trust 

Him in that way He will always bless you. He will. You can never be more 

generous than God. If you trust Him with your money, He will bless you. If you 

don’t, He will not. He may give you blessings in other ways but as long as you’re in 

charge of your money, He will not bless it. You’ll always be worried about it, you’ll 

always be seeking more, you’ll always be serving it. And again, if I’m serving 

money – I’m not serving God. And we’re all told where that leads. The only time 

in the gospel Jesus explicitly talks about who goes to Heaven and who goes to hell 

is Matthew 25 when He says get out of my sight you condemned. Into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. I was hungry and you gave 

me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, naked and you gave me no 

clothing. The people that stayed focused on themselves who made sure they 

were gonna be taken care of, but they weren’t generous, they will not enter the 

Kingdom. And so what you and I do with our money has eternal consequences. 

Eternal consequences. This week lets look at it, pray about it. Who do you serve? 

Who do I serve? God or money and do what He tells you. Lastly if you’re listening 

to this gospel, if you’re listening to me say this stuff and the Holy Spirit is right 

there speaking to you saying hey, you gotta turn some of this stuff around. Hey, 

you’re serving the wrong master. And you’re saying I do wanna serve God. I do 

wanna put what I have in His service. Let’s just quickly offer a prayer from our 

hearts to get started with that. To place that intention in the hands of God right 

now at mass so that when we receive Jesus in the Eucharist in a few minutes He 

can help us start fulfilling that intention right away. So if you want to just close 

your eyes for a moment. Let’s offer a prayer from our hearts. We pray, Lord 

forgive me for seeking financial gain or material possessions when I should’ve 

been seeking your Kingdom and Your will in my life. Forgive me for putting my 

trust in bank accounts instead of putting my trust in you. I want to be open to let 

Your Spirit into this. Help me to put my trust in you alone and so be free from the 

worry that has been filling me and causes me to forget that You are holding me in 

the palm of Your hands. Help me to remember the poor. Help me to remember 

your church. Help me to remember everything I have is a gift from You. Help me 

to remember that You will never be outdone in generosity. That You love a joyful 



giver and that trusting You with all I have is the path to life. In the name of that 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 


